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Nantwich  Rural  District 


ANNUAL 

REPORT 


OF  THE 

Medical  Officer 
of  Health 

FOR  THE  YEAR 


1958 


To  which  is  appended  the  Report 
of  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Nantwich  Rural  District 

Council: — 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentleman, 

It  is  customary  for  a  Medical  Officer  of  Health  when 
introducing  his  report  to  draw  attention  to  the  more  important 
matters  contained  therein  and  to  express  his  satisfaction  with 
progress  made  and  to  emphasise  those  matters  which,  in  his 
opinion,  require  attention. 

Fifty  years  ago  when  reviewing  the  sewage  disposal  in 
the  parish  of  Audlem  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  stated 
“I  only  wish  that  the  Rural  District  Council  had  been  as 
zealous  for  sewerage  as  it  has  been  for  water  supply”.  Since 
that  time  much  progress  has  been  made  both  in  enlarging 
and  modernising  the  existing  plants  in  the  district  but  with 
the  natural  increase  in  population  these  in  their  turn  have 
become  inadequate  and  the  latest  additions,  after  many  years 
of  delay,  have  been  the  provision  of  new  and  larger  works  at 
Haslington  and  Wistaston  both  of  which  should  be  fully 
working  next  year. 

Attention  has  also  been  devoted  to  the  conditions  exist¬ 
ing  in  the  larger  villages  and  the  Council  has  drawn  up  a 
comprehensive  scheme  in  order  of  priority  to  deal  with  them 
and  it  is  hoped  that  as  many  of  the  financial  restrictions 
have  been  removed  each  of  the  larger  villages  will  be  pro¬ 
vided  with  modern  sanitation. 

As  usual  an  excellent  report  has  been  given  by  your 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  I  would  draw  attention 
to  his  comments  regarding  closet  conversion  schemes,.  It 
will  be  noted  that  scavenging  has  been  carried  out  in  the 
District  without  any  increase  in  vehicles  or  personnel  since 
1950  and  this  has  only  been  possible  by  the  gradual  reduction 
in  nightsoil  collection.  It  is  absolutely  necessary  in  the 
interest  of  health  that  as  many  properties  as  possible  should 
be  connected  to  the  new  public  sewers  as  these  are  laid,  and 
now  that  the  capacity  for  treatment  at  the  works  has  been 
improved  closet  conversion,  wherever  possible,  should  be  no 
longer  delayed. 

It  was  hoped  that  during  the  year  a  number  of  one 
bedroomed  bungalows  for  aged  persons  would  have  been 
built,  but  progress  for  one  reason  or  another  has  been  held 
up.  It  is  anticipated,  however,  that  a  number  will  be  erected 
very  shortly  in  the  larger  villages  to  form  an  intricate  part 
of  the  Council’s  present  housing  accommodation. 

2 


The  national  vital  statistics  show  a  slight  increase  in 
the  birth  and  death  rates,  with  a  fall  in  the  infant  mortality 
rate,  which  is  the  lowest  recorded.  Locally  there  has  been  a 
decrease  in  the  birth  rate  which  is  13.12  per  thousand  pop¬ 
ulation. 

There  were  relatively  few  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
notified  during  the  year  and  for  the  seventh  year  no  case  of 
diphtheria  was  notified.  There  were  no  cases  of  poliomyelitis 
notified  during  the  year  under  review.  Parents  are  urgently 
requested  to  make  use  of  the  poliomyelitis  vaccine  as  national 
statistics  now  indicate  that  a  large  degree  of  protection  is 
afforded  by  vaccination. 

With  reference  to  routine  inspection  of  meat  in  slaughter¬ 
houses  some  indication  of  the  effectiveness  of  this  service 
can  be  gauged  from  the  fact  that  during  the  year  over  70 
tons  of  meat  was  condemned  as  unfit  foir  human  consumption. 

In  conclusion  I  should  like  to  record  my  appreciation 
and  thanks  for  the  valuable  assistance  given  to  me  by  the 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  his  staff,  and  I  am  happy 
to  say  that  a  most  cordial  relationship  exists  between  all 
members  of  the  Public  Health  Department. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  KENNETH  HAY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Public  Health  Department, 
Stapeley  House, 

Stapeley. 

31st  July,  1959, 
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Nantwich  Rural  District  Council 


HEALTH  AND  GENERAL  PURPOSES  COMMITTEE. 

The  Whole  Council. 

Chairman: — Councillor  D.  E.  Morris. 

Vice-Chairman: — Councillor  W.  C.  Jones. 

COUNCIL  REPRESENTATIVES  ON  THE  NANTWICH 
DIVISIONAL  HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 

Councillor  F.  E.  Charlesworth.  Councillor  F.  A.  Moore. 

Councillor  J.  Dulson.  Councillor  W.  Richardson. 

Councillor  E.  S.  Dutton.  Councillor  H.  R.  Marr. 

Councillor  C.  W.  Jones.  Councillor  J.  H.  Williams. 

Councillor  Mrs.  A.  W.  Dodd. 

STAFF  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 

Medical  Officer:  Dr.  R.  Kenneth  Hay,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector:  John  S.  Townley, 

M.A.P.H.I.,  M.Inst.  P.C. 

Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector:  John  Craven, 

M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I.,  Cert.  I.  cf  Housing. 
Additional  Public  Health  Inspector:  Malcolm  B.  Elliott, 

A.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 
Additional  Public  Health  Inspector:  John  H.  Cookson, 

M.A.P.H.I, 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector:  J.  Russell  Adderley, 

Cert.  S.I.B. 

General  Clerk/Shorthand  Typ’St:  Miss  Gillian  Hockenhull. 
Clerk:  Philip  Gomes. 

Male  Trainee:  Michael  H.  Jackson. 

Junior  Clerical  Assistant/Shorthand  Typist: 

Miss  Janet  Evans  (Temporary)  (August,  1958). 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

Area  (in  acres)  .  100,823 

Population  .  28,570 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1958)  .  8,931 

Rateable  value  (1st  April,  1959)  .  £260,677 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  (estimated 

1959/60)  .  £985 
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The  district  is  situated  in  the  South  East  of  Cheshire. 
It  adjoins  the  County  of  Salop  in  the  South  and  the  County 
of  Stafford  in  the  east,  and  forms  part  of  the  alluvial  plain 
of  Cheshire.  It  surrounds  the  Borough  of  Crewe  and  Urban 
District  of  Nantwich.  Whilst  the  area  is  predominantly 
agricultural,  a  large  proportion  of  the  population  ?s  to  be 
found  in  those  parishes  contiguous  to  Crewe  and  Nantwich, 
in  which  towns  they  find  their  employment.  'The  main 
source  of  employment  in  the  Rural  District  is  agriculture  and 
industries  allied  with  it.  These  take  the  form  of  milk  and 
milk  product  factories,  corn  mills,  and  agricultural  engineering; 
the  latter  having  increased  locally  with  the  mechanisation  of 
farming.  There  is  one  clothing  factory,  which  in  the  main 
employs  female  labour,.  There  is  virtually  no>  unemployment 
in  the  area. 


VITAL  STATISTICS* 


Live  births  .  37 5 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  .  13.12 

Still-births  .  12 

Still-births  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still-births  .  31.00 

Total  live  and  still-births  .  387 

Infant  deaths  .  1 1 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births — total  29.33 
Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births- — 

legitimate  .  30.13 

Infant  mortality  rate  1,000  live  births — illegitimate  Nil 

Neo  Natal  (First  four  weeks)  mortality  rate  per 

1,000  live  births  .  24 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent,  of  total  live  births  2.66% 

Maternal  deaths  (including  abortion)  .  Nil 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still¬ 
births  .  Nil 

Total  Male  Female 

Deaths  .  308  173  135 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  resident  popu¬ 
lation  .  10.78 

Corrected  death  rate  .  11.1 

Figure  for  England  and  Wales  being  .  11.7 


ROAD  ACCIDENTS  AND  CASUALTIES. 

The  Road  Safety  Officer  has  kindly  supplied  the  follow¬ 
ing  particulars: — 

1957  1958 

Total  number  of  accidents  .  192  239 
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Persons  Killed 

Children  under  5  years  . .  —  1 

Children  aged  5  to  15  years  . 1  1 

Persons  over  1 5  years  .  3  2 

Total  .  4  4 


Persons  Injured 
Children  under  5  years  (serious) 
Children  under  5  years  (slight)  .... 


Children  aged  5  to  15  years  (serious)  —  2 

Children  aged  5  to  15  years  (slight)  7  5 

Persons  over  15  years  (serious)  .  14  11 

Persons  over  15  years  (slight)  .  96  121 

Total  .  117  139 

From  the  above  figures  it  will  be  observed  that  the  total 
classification  of  injuries  are  as  follows: — 

Serious  Injuries  .  14  13 

Slight  Injuries  .  103  126 


WEATHER  CONDITIONS. 

The  following  weather  conditions  for  the  year  have 
been  kindly  supplied  by  the  Principal  of  the  Cheshire  School 
of  Agriculture,  Reaseheath,  Nantwich: — 

Climatic  Data,  1958 


Rainfall 

Air  Temperature 

in  degrees 

Month 

in  inches 

Maximum 

Minimum 

January  . 

.  2.695 

57.5 

0.5 

February  . 

.  4.243 

56 

24 

March  . 

.  1.324 

61 

17 

April  . 

. 73 

70 

25 

May  . 

.  2.22 

74.5 

35 

June . 

.  4.407 

74.5 

40 

July . 

.  3.11 

78 

40 

August  . 

.  3.315 

78.5 

43.5 

September  . 

.  4.224 

76 

39 

October  . 

.  2.534 

64 

32 

November  . 

.  1.808 

58 

29 

December  . 

.  2.895 

55 

27 

Total  rainfall  1958 — 33.505  inches. 
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TABLE  OF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  . 

Tuberculosis,  other  . . 

Syphilitic  disease . 

Diphtheria  . . 

Whooping  Cough  . 

Meningococcal  Infection  . 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

Measles  . 

. 

Male 

2 

Female 

Total 

2 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

*  V 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  . 

5 

2 

7 

Malignant  neoplasm  lung,  bronchus 

11 

2 

13 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  . 

. 

— 

6 

6 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  . 

. 

2 

2 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

15 

9 

24 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  . 

— 

— 

Diabetes . 

1 

3 

4 

Vascular  lesions  of  Nervous  System 

31 

27 

58 

Coronary  disease,  Angina  . 

. 

26 

12 

38 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . 

•••••• 

5 

4 

9 

Other  heart  disease  . . . 

. 

28 

25 

53 

Other  circulatory  disease  . 

•••••• 

5 

4 

9 

Influenza  . 

Pneumonia  . 

. 

3 

4 

7 

Bronchitis  . 

•••••• 

11 

5 

16 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

3 

3 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea . 

. 

1 

1 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  . 

. 

1 

2 

3 

Hyperplasia  of  prostrate  . 

1 

- — - 

1 

Pregnancy  childbirth,  abortion  . 

— 

— 

Congenital  malformations  . 

. 

2 

3 

5 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

17 

18 

35 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  . 

1 

1 

All  other  accidents  . 

. 

1 

4 

5 

Suicide . 

. 

3 

3 

6 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war . 

. 

— 

— 

— 

Total  (all  causes)  . . 

. 

173 

135 

308 

There  was  no  cause  of  unusual 

or 

excessive  mor 

tality. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  . 

Total 

52 

Male 

31 

Female 

21 

7 


IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION. 


IMMUNISATION  VACCINATION 

Year  of  Immunisation  Primary  Re-  Primary  Re- 

and  Vaccination  Immunisation  Immunisation  Vaccination  Vaccination 

1954  .  225  506  205  41 

1955  .  134  186  218  30 

1956  .  124  76  195  61 

1957  .  280  85  189  26 

1958  .  182  52  172  36 


VACCINATION  AGAINST  POLIO. 

Vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  continued  throughout 
the  year.  With  the  increased  amounts  of  vaccine  available 
the  scheme  was  extended  to  include  all  persons  under  twenty- 
six  years  of  age,  all  general  practitioners  in  the  District 
undertaking  vaccination  at  their  own  surgeries. 

LABORATORY  SERVICES. 

Although  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  directed 
by  the  Medical  Research  Council  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health  can  meet  all  needs  for  bacteriological  investigation, 
it  is  not  always  practicable,  because  of  the  distances  involved, 
to  make  use  of  the  Laboratories  at  Manchester  and  Birken¬ 
head. 

Whilst  the  laboratory  at  Birkenhead  accepts  samples  of 
milk  and  ice-cream  for  analysis  the  arrangement  introduced 
with  the  Group  Laboratory  of  the  South  Cheshire  Hospital 
Management  Committee  in  1956  for  accepting  other  bacteri¬ 
ological  specimens  continues,  and  the  service  given  is  much 
appreciated. 

The  Chemical  analysis  of  water  is  undertaken  by  the 
County  Analyst  to  whom  a  fee  is  payable. 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 

This  service  is  administered  by  the  Divisional  Health 
Committee.  During  the  year  1958  there  was  again  an  all 
round  increase  in  the  work  performed.  The  total  mileage 
covered  was  110,218  miles  to  convey  1  1,558  patients  to 
and  from  hospitals  and  out-patient  clinics.  This  compares 
with  9,621  patients  and  102,975  miles  for  the  preceding  year. 

SWIMMING  BATHS. 

There  are  no  public  or  private  swimming  baths  or  pools 
in  this  area. 
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NURSING  SERVICES. 


Most  valuable  work  continues  to  be  carried  out  by  the 
15  Nurse/Midwives  serving  the  District.  Apart  from  a  few 
minor  alterations  in  the  districts  no  major  changes  took  place 
during  the  year. 

For  information  purposes  a  detailed  list  of  Nurses  and 
Health  Visitors  with  the  parishes  they  cover,  is  shown  in 
Appendix  1. 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

The  Ophthalmic  Clinic  at  the  Barker  Street  Welfare 
Centre  is  available  to  all  school  children,  and  children  under 
five. 

The  Ante-Natal  Clinic  staffed  by  County  Midwives  is 
held  at  the  above  centre. 

The  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Clinic  is  held  at  the  Crewe 
Memorial  Hospital. 

The  Paediatric  Clinic  is  held  at  the  Stalbridge  Road, 
and  Ludford  Street  School  Clinics,  in  Crewe. 

The  Orthopaedic  Clinic  is  run  in  conjuction  with  the 
Orthopaedic  out-patients  department  of  the  Oswestry  Hos¬ 
pital,  and  is  held  at  the  British  Railways  Rooms,  Nantwich 
Road,  Crewe. 

A  clinic  for  dental  treatment  for  mothers,  school  children 
and  children  under  five  years  is  held  at  the  Barker  Street 
Welfare  Centre,  Nantwich. 

HOSPITALS. 

General  hospitals  at  Crewe,  Nantwich  and  Hartshill  in 
Staffordshire  serve  the  Rural  District  with  the  old  Isolation 
Hospital  at  Worleston  being  available  for  convalescent  cases,. 

Patients  suffering  from  infectious  diseases  in  the  Rural 
Area  are  accepted  at  the  Crewe  Isolation  Hospital,  which 
has  met  all  the  needs  during  the  year. 

The  Maternity  Hospital  at  The  Cliff  e,  Wybunbury, 
together  with  the  Maternity  Hospital  at  Linden  Grange, 
Crewe,  and  the  Maternity  wards  at  the  Barony  Hospital, 
Nantwich,  are  available  to*  the  Rural  District. 

Hospitalisation  of  tuberculous  patients  is  at  Hefferston 
Grange  within  the  County  of  Cheshire  and  the  Cheshire 
Joint  Sanatorium  within  the  County  of  Salop.  In  addition, 
there  is  within  the  Rural  District  at  Wrenbury  a  rehabilita¬ 
tion  centre  for  tuberculous  patients  who  are  trained  in  light 
industrial  occupations. 
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MORTUARY  FACILITIES. 


The  arrangements  made  with  the  South  Cheshire  Hospital 
Management  Committee  for  the  use  of  the  mortuary  at  the 
Barony  Hospital,  Nantwich,  have  worked  satisfactorily  and 
continued  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  Rural  District. 

DISINFECTION. 

Terminal  disinfection  is  carried  out  at  homes  of  patients 
suffering  from  infectious  diseases,  as  and  when  required. 
Arrangements  for  the  steam  disinfection  of  bedding  and 
clothing,  etc.,  are  made  with  the  South  Cheshire  Hospital 
Management  Committee,  the  work  being  carried  out  at  the 
Crewe  Isolation  Hospital. 

CAMPING  SITES. 

There  is  only  one  approved  camping  site  in  the  district 
which  is  situated  in  the  parish  of  Church  Minshull,  and  is 
licenced  foir  twenty  vans.  It  is  well  managed  and  no  nuis¬ 
ances  or  other  problems  have  arisen. 

The  siting  of  individual  vans  has,  however,  met  with 
some  opposition,  but  so  long  as  the  law  permits  this  type 
oif  dwelling,  control  under  the  Town  and  Country  Planning 
Acts,  seems  to  be  the  most  effective  means  of  limiting  their 
use. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

The  close  liaison  between  the  Council,  the  Divisional 
Health  Committee,  the  Local  Health  Authority,  and  the 
County  Welfare  Department  continued  to  make  it  possible 
to<  administer  Section  47  without  legal  proceedings.  In  many 
cases,  the  provision  of  a  Home  Help  made  it  possible  for 
aged  persons  to  continue  residence  in  their  own  homes,  in 
their  own  familiar  environment. 

The  Council  were  not  called  upon  to  undertake  funeral 
arrangements  under  Section  50  of  this  Act  during  the  year 
under  review. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS  AND  OTHER  INSECT 
PESTS. 

No  Council  or  private  houses  were  found  to  be  infected 
with  bed  bugs  during^the  year. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  Report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  which 
deals  with  this  matter  is  attached  hereto. 

SCHOOLS. 

There  were  no>  schools  closed  during  the  year  as  a  result 
of  infectious  diseases  or  epidemics. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

This  matter  is  dealt  with  in  the  report  of  the  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector  which  is  attached  hereto. 

SHOPS  ACTS. 

The  District  Council  is  responsible  for  enforcement  of 
provisions  relating  to  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  shop 
workers  with  respect  to  ventilation,  temperature,  and  san¬ 
itary  conveniences,  and  the  requirements  in  this  connection 
are  being  adequately  complied  with. 

NUTRITION. 

No  action  under  this  heading  has  been  taken  by  this 
Council,  but  the  Welfare  Centres  at  Audlem,  Haslington, 
Shavington,  Wistaston  and  Wrenbury  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Divisional  Health  Committee  have  continued  to  do 
valuable  work  in  this  respect. 

SHELLFISH. 

There  are  no  shell-fish  beds  or  layings  in  this  district. 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

There  were  30  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  being  the  same 
number  as  last  year,  and  no  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified. 

8  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified,  6  of  which  were 
Pulmonary;  these  exclude  Inward  Transfers. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  which  had  not 
been  previously  notified. 

t  ... 

B.  C.  G.  VACCINATION. 

This  scheme  administered  by  the  Divisional  Health 
Committee  continued  to  work  smoothly.  All  children,  who 
in  preliminary  tests  are  shown  to  be  mantoux  positive  are 
given  an  opportunity  of  having  an  X-Ray  of  chest. 
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TUBERCULOSIS, 


NEW  CASES  NOTIFIED  (including  Inward  Transfers) 
AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1958, 


New  Cases  and  Transfers  Deaths 


Age  Periods 

Resp. 

Non-Resp. 

Resp. 

Non-Resp. 

0— . 

1  . 

5  . 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

_ 

2 

— 

_ , — 



— 

_ 

1 5— . 

.  3 

1 

1 

—  — 

— 

— 

25  . 

35— . 

45— . 

.  — 

3 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

1 

1 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

55— . 

.  — 

1 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

65— . 

.  2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

6 

7 

1 

1 

2  — 

1 

— 

TOTAL  CASES- 

-15. 

DEATHS— 1. 

Number  of  cases  remaining  on  the  tuberculosis  register  at  the 

end  of  the  year  1958  : 

Males  Females 

Pulmonary  Non  Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

69  12  56  26 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES, 


The  following  is  a  tabular  statement  of  cases  notified 
during  the  year  : 


Disease 

Ca^es 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 

1 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

30 

9 

Pneumonia  . 

14 

7 

Whooping  Cough  . 

7 

— 

— 

Measles . 

50 

— 

— 

Dysentery  . 

2 

Meningococcal  Infection 

1 

1 

, — . 
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SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

The  Engineer  and  Surveyor  (Mr.  G.  T.  Jury)  provides 
the  following  information  with  respect  to  Sewerage  and 
Sewage  Disposal  and  Housing  : — 

Construction  continued  throughout  the  year  on  the  new 
Sewage  Disposal  Works  at  Hasling  ton,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
these  will  be  completed  early  iin  1959. 

At  Wistaston,  work  commenced  in  January  1958  and 
continued  throughout  the  year,  and  it  is  expected  that  these 
works  will  be  in  operation  some  time  during  1959. 

In  connection  with  the  Council  s  proposals  regarding 
sewerage  at  Dig  Lane,  tenders  were  invited  and  arrangements 
are  now  in  hand  for  the  Contractor  to  start  early  in  1959. 

The  work  undertaken  in  the  Sandy  Lane  area  of  Win- 
terley  to  relieve  flooding  was  completed. 

Negotiations  continued  with  the  Newcastle  R.D.C.  re¬ 
garding  the  main  drainage  of  properties  within  this  area 
which  could  reasonably  drain  into  their  Betley  Sewerage 
Scheme. 

Further  investigations  were  made  regarding  the  Gresty 
Brook  Sewer,  and  it  hoped  eventually  to  draw  up  a  report 
regarding  the  improvements  necessary  for  this  length  of 
main  sewer. 

HOUSING. 

During  the  year  a  total  of  82  new  dwellings  were  com¬ 
pleted  within  the  area  as  follows  : — 

Council  Properties — Wardle  16  Houses. 

By  Private  Enterprise  66  Houses. 

82 

With  the  completion  of  the  present  scheme  at  Wardle, 
the  tenants  of  the  hutments  were  transferred  to  permanent 
houses  and  with  the  disposal  and  demolition  of  the  hutments, 
the  land  is  being  released  from  requisition. 

The  Council  has  now  completed  its  programme  of  re¬ 
housing  all  tenants  who  were  temporarily  housed  after  the 
war  in  converted  hutments  and  the  camp  sites  which  were 
the  direct  responsibility  of  the  Council  have  been  cleared. 
Doddington  Camp  (Polish  Resettlement)  still  remains  as  a 
difficult  unsolved  problem,  but  its  status  has  never  been  re¬ 
garded  as  constituting  a  purely  District  Council  problem 
and  no  definite  policy  has  ever  been  agreed  upon. 
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The  Council  have  given  consideration  to  the  erection  of 
smaller  type  dwellings  such  as  one-bedroomed  bungalows, 
and  plans  are  in  hand  to  erect  small  numbers  of  this  type  of 
dwelling  at  Broad  Lane,  Stapeley,  Bunbury  and  Willaston. 

Crewe  Corporation  have  continued  to  develop  land  on 
their  boundary  with  this  Authority  and  the  total  of  these 
houses  now  stands  at  2 78  (254  at  Wistaston  and  24  at 
Wools tan wood) . 

The  Council  continued  to  consider  applications  for 
Improvement  Grants  under  the  Housing  Acts,  and  whilst  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year  Grants  were  limited  to  about  30% 
of  the  approved  expenditure  this  restriction  was  subsequently 
relaxed  and  consideration  of  applications  returned  to  a  maxi¬ 
mum  of  50%.  Over  the  year  Grants  covering  36  properties 
and  amounting  to  £4,884  were  approved. 


CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  SHOWING  IN¬ 
CIDENCE  OF  CASES  IN  VARIOUS  AGE  PERIODS 
AMONG  CIVILIANS 
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APPENDIX  L 


NURSES  AND  HEALTH  VISITORS  SERVING  THE 
NANTWICH  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Nursed 

Mrs,.  L.  C.  JONES, 

The  Grove, 

Acton. 

Tel.  No.  Nantwich  65571. 

Mrs.  E.  C.  HURST, 

Conniston, 

Bunbury  Heath, 

Tarporley. 

Tel.  No.  Bunbury  367. 

Mrs.  R„  E.  FORT, 

Laundry  Cottage, 

Rookery  Park, 

Worleston,  Nantwich. 
Tel.  No.  Nantwich  65941. 

Miss  M.  H.  HUNTER, 

The  Gables, 

Audlem, 

Tel.  No.  Audlem  422. 

Mrs.  E.  WEATHERALL, 

27,  Cresswellshaw  Road, 
Alsager,. 

Tel.  No.  Alsager  67. 

Miss  W.  EMERY  (left  31-3-58) 
14,  Edwards  Close, 

Shavington. 

Tel.  No.  Willaston  7234. 

Mrs.  FEATHER, 

21,  Edwards  Avenue, 
Shavington. 

(15-9-58). 

Miss  A.  JONES, 

Mill  Grove, 

Bulkeley,. 

Tel.  No.  Broxton  31. 

Miss  M.  A.  EDWARDS, 

2,  Back  Lane, 

Walgherton. 

Tel.  No.  Wybunbury  345. 

Miss  W.  A.  GEORGE, 

Council  Houses, 

Newhall  Lane, 

Aston,  Newhall. 

Tel.  No.  Aston  286. 

Miss  M.  BROCKLEHURST, 
Bickley  Moss, 

Whitchurch. 

Tel.  Nq.  Cholmondeley  268. 


Parishes 

Acton,  Austerson,  Baddiley,  BadcLni- 
ton,  Brindley,  Burland,  Edleston, 
Faddiley,  Henhull,  Hurleston,  Stoke, 
Wardle. 

Alpraham,  Bunbury,  Calveley,  Haugh- 
ton,  Peckforton,  Ridley,  Spurstow. 


Aston-Juxta-Mondrum,  Cholmondes- 
ton,  Leighton,  Church  Minshull, 
Minshull  Vernon,  Poole,  Wettenhall, 
Woolstanwood,  Worleston. 

Audlem,  Buerton,  Hankelow,  Newhall 
(part),  Coole  Pilate. 


Barthomley. 


Basford,  Chorlton,  Hough,  Rope, 
VShavington-cum-Gresty,  Weston, 
Wybunbury  (small  part). 


Bickerton,  Bulkeley,  Egerton. 


Blakenhall,  Bridgemere,  Checkley- 
cum-Wrinehill,  Doddington,  Hather- 
ton,  Hunsterson,  Lea,  Walgherton, 
W y bunbury  ( part ) . 

Broomhall,  Dodcott-cum-W  ilkesley, 
Marbury-cum-Quoisley  (part),  New¬ 
hall  (part),  Norbury  (part),  Sound, 
Woodcott,  Wrenbury-cum-Frith. 

Cholmondeley,  Chorley,  Marbury- 
cum-Quoisley  (part),  Norbury  (part). 
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Miss  D.  WILLIAMS, 

33,  Cartwright  Road, 
Haslington. 

Tel.  No.  Crewe  2693. 
(left  14-3-58) . 

Mrs.  HIBBERT, 

33,  Cartwright  Road, 
Haslington. 

Tel.  No.  Crewe  2693. 

(11-4-58). 

Miss  E.  REILLY, 

41,  London  Road, 

Nantwich. 

Tel.  No.  Nantwich  65570. 

Miss  E.  M.  DEANE, 

5,  Elworth  Street, 

Sandbach. 

Tel.  No.  Sandbach  256. 

Miss  O.  M.  HEATH, 

Hawthorn  Cottage, 

Church  Road,  Malpas. 

Tel.  No.  Malpas  96. 

Miss  HEARNE  (19-7-58). 

34,  Elm  Close, 

Wistaston. 

Tel.  No.  Wistaston  2431. 

Health 

Mrs.  F.  G„  KIRKHAM, 

St.  Bees,  Marsh  Lane, 

Marsh  Lane, 

Nantwich. 

(no  phone). 


Miss  E.  M.  SCOTT, 

The  Dowery, 

Welfare  Centre, 

Barker  Street, 
Nantwich. 

Tel.  No.  Nantwich  65360. 

Miss  D.  GRIFFITHS, 

The  Gables, 

Heathfield  Road, 

Audlem,. 

( no  phone ) . 


Mrs.  A.  CLAYTON, 

7,  Crewe  Street, 

Crewe. 

Mrs.  A.  JONES, 

Lyle  Villas, 

Caergwrle, 

Nr.  Wrexham. 

Miss  R.  WALCH, 

28,  Park  Road, 

Willaston.  (no  phone). 


yCrewe  Green,  Haslington. 


Batherton,  Stapeley,  Willaston  (small 
part) . 


Warmingham. 


Wirswall. 


Wistaston,  Willaston  (part). 


Visitors. 

Acton,  Austerson,  Baddiley,  Badding- 
ton,  Batherton,  Brindley,  Broomhall, 
Bulkeley,  Bunbury,  Burland,  Chol- 
mondeley,  Chorlev,  Coole  Pilate, 
Edleston,  Faddiley,  Haughton, 
Hurleston,  Marbury  -  cum  -  Quoisley, 
Norbury,  Peckfortion,  Ridley,  Sound, 
Spurstow,  Stapeley,  Stoke,  Wirswall, 
Woodcott,  Wrenbury-cum-Frith. 

Alpraham,  Aston  -  Juxta  -  Mondrum, 
Calveley,  Cholmondeston,  Henhull, 
Leighton,  Church  Minshull,  Minshull 
Vernon,  Poole,  Wardle,  Warmingham, 
Wettenhall,  Woolstanwood,  Worleston 

Audlem,  Basford,  Blakenhall,  Bridge- 
mere,  Buerton,  Checkley-cum-Wrine- 
hill,  Chorlton,  Dodcott-cum-Wilkesley, 
Doddington,  Hankelow,  Hathertjon, 
Hough,  Hunsterson,  Lea,  Newhall, 
Rope,  Shavington  -  cum  -  Gresty, 

Walgherton,  Weston,  Wybunbury. 

Barthomley,  Crewe  Green,  Haslington 


Bickerton,  Egerton. 


Willaston,  Wistaston. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

INSPECTOR. 


Public  Health  Department, 

Stapeley  House, 
Stapeley, 

Nantwich. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Nantwich  Rural 

District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  making  my  twenty-fourth  contribu¬ 
tion  to  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

We  continued  throughout  the  year  with  a  full  comple¬ 
ment  of  Public  Health  Inspectors,  the  only  change  of  staff 
arising  by  the  extended  absence  through  sickness  of  the 
General  Clerk-Shorthand  Typist,  who  was  replaced  by  a 
Temporary  Junior  Clerical  Assistant. 

The  constant  strain  of  meat  inspection  duties  continued, 
and  in  spite  of  the  many  difficulties,  a  100%  service  was 
maintained. 

Steady  progress  was  achieved  in  slum  clearance,  and 
food  hygiene,  both  of  these  matters  demanding  considerable 
time  and  attention. 

Constant  supervision  and  sampling  of  private  supplies 
of  water  is  gradually  reducing  the  number  of  premises  with¬ 
out  a  mains  supply,  and  very  soon  we  shall  be  left  only 
with  a  hardcore  formed  of  those  premises  not  within  easy 
access  to  a  mains  supply. 

The  Scavenging  Service  continued  to  operate  within 
the  scope  of  the  labour  and  transport  establishment  fixed  in 
1949,  the  steady  increase  of  new  houses  being  accommodated 
by  the  gradual  reduction  in  the  number  of  pail  closets.  The 
annual  cost  of  the  scheme  increased  during  the  year  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  a  wages  award  to  the  workmen  concerned. 

I  must  again  place  on  record  the  loyal  and  unstinted 
service  of  all  members  of  the  Pubic  Health  Department  staff, 
and  our  appreciation  of  the  help  and  support  we  receive  from 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  Hay. 


INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS 

Public  Health  Act,  1936  .  1,171 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949  .  29 

Housing  Act,  1957  .  479 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  (including  Meat 

Inspection)  .  3,879 
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Factories  Act,  1937  . 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948  . 

Water  Act,  1945  . . 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts,  1933-54  . 

Cheshire  County  Council  Act,  1953  . 

Rent  Act,  1957  . 

Clean  Air  Act,  1956  . 

Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  and  Welfare  Pro. 

visions)  Act,  1956  . . . 

Other  Visits  . . . 


164 

13 

58 

13 

13 

27 

20 

440 

34 


NOTICES  AND  LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS, 

Public  Health  Act,  1936: — 

Preliminary  Notices  served  . . .  65 

Preliminary  Notices  complied  with  .  . .  50 

Statutory  Notices  served  .  1 1 

Statutory  Notices  complied  with  .  7 


No  legal  proceedings  were  necessary  in  connection  with 
the  above. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955: 

There  were  15  Preliminary  Notices  served  under  this 
Act,  16  being  complied  with  (including  notices  served  in 
previous  years).  Legal  proceedings — see  page  26  para,.  2. 

REFUSE  ACCOMMODATION, 

No  Statutory  Notices  were  served  under  Section  75  of 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES, 

The  usual  enquiries  and  investigations  were  made  into 
cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  there  being  73  visits  for  the  purpose. 

Disinfection  was  carried  out  when  necessary,  and  care¬ 
ful  attention  was  given  to  the  exclusion  of  school  contacts 
and  the  control  of  food  handlers. 

Six  specimens  were  submitted  to  the  laboratory  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  investigation  of  infectious  diseases. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949, 

Treatment  of  business  premises  under  contract  for  rats 
and  mice  continued  satisfactorily. 

The  refuse  tips  used  by  the  Council  were  kept  under 
constant  supervision  and  the  sewage  works  treated  as  re¬ 
quired. 
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Schools  were  treated  at  the  request  of  the  Education 
Authority  on  a  cost  plus  basis,  when  necessary,  principally 
for  mice. 

The  Council  fully  considered  the  implications  of  the 
decision  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food 
to-  run  down  the  Agricultural  Executive  Committee  rat  and 
mouse  contract  service  for  farms,  over  the  twelve  months 
ending  31st  March,  1959. 

The  Council  decided  not  to  introduce  a  contract  service 
for  farms  and  agricultural  land,  as  the  evidence  indicated 
that  such  a  scheme  could  not  be  operated  on  an  economic 
basis. 

Requests  for  service  have  been  received  from  farmers 
who  have  been  advised  on  how  to  deal  with  the  matter  them¬ 
selves  and  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  this  method 
of  approach  is  being  highly  successful. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

The  scheme  for  weekly  cleansing  of  approximately  2,460 
pail  closets  and  the  fortnightly  removal  of  household  refuse 
from  ,9,657  dustbins,  operated  satisfactorily  throughout  the 
year  within  the  scope  of  the  1950  establishment  for  both 
labour  and  transport. 

The  gradual  reduction  in  the  number  of  pail  closets  by 
voluntary  conversion  to  water  carriage  made  at  possible  to 
cater  for  the  steady  increase  of  dustbins  at  new  houses,  etc., 
although  during  the  year  under  review  the  advantage  of  this 
reduction  was  somewhat  offset,  by  additional  premises  with 
pail  closets  being  brought  into  the  scheme,  particularly  at 
smallholdings  not  previously  scavenged. 

The  fact  that  the  oldest  of  our  nine  refuse  collection 
vehicles  came  into  operation  in  March  1944  and  the  youngest 
in  February,  1950,  is  indicative  of  the  need  for  the  adoption 
of  a  long  term  replacement  policy.  It  will  be  appreciated  that 
the  period  of  efficiency  and  rcadworthiness  of  any  vehicle 
that  is  working  on  the  road  to  full  capacity  daily  is  very 
limited  and  for  various  reasons  the  older  the  vehicle  the  more 
difficult  and  costly  this  becomes. 

The  absence  of  a  replacement  programme  leaves  us  with 
no-  alternative  but  to  approach  the  question  of  essential  repair 
and  maintenance,  apart  from  that  of  roadworthiness,  on  a 
long  term  basis. 

Refuse  disposal  by  the  filling  of  pits  and  the  reclamation 
of  agricultural  land  continued  to  meet  all  immediate  require¬ 
ments,  and  should  do  so  for  many  years  to  come, 
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Composting  of  nightsoil  is  still  the  only  means  of  dis¬ 
posal  available  but  the  possibilities  of  treatment  through  the 
two  new  sewage  works  at  Wistaston  and  Haslington  is  to 
be  explored  in  the  near  future. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

I  must  again  remind  the  Council  that  in  the  interests  of 
public  health  and  also  that  of  economy  it  is  vitally  important 
that  everything  should  be  done  as  soon  as  possible  to  reduce 
the  number  of  pail  closets  in  the  district  of  which  there  are 
approximately  2,460  at  present  receiving  the  weekly  cleansing 
service.  As  the  sewage  works  at  Haslington  and  Wistaston 
are  now  nearing  completion  there  would  seem  to  be  no  ex¬ 
cuse  for  putting  off  the  introduction  of  closet  conversion 
schemes  for  the  semi-urban  parishes,  and  every  encourage¬ 
ment  should  be  given  outside  the  sewered  areas  under  the 
improvement  grants  scheme  to  eliminate  pail  closets  where- 
ever  possible. 

AGRICULTURE  (SAFETY  HEALTH  AND  WELFARE 
PROVISIONS)  ACT,  1956. 

In  June  1958  the  Council  received  a  memorandum  of 
guidance  on  the  administration  of  sections  3  and  5  of  this 
Act,  which  place  duties  on  local  authorities  in  connection 
with  the  provision  of  sanitary  conveniences  on  farms  where 
agricultural  workers  are  employed. 

A  survey  of  the  farms  in  the  district  was  started  to 
ascertain  the  extent  of  the  problem,  the  question  of  rodent 
control  and  scavenging  being  investigated  at  the  same  time. 

As  there  are  in  the  region  cif  1,500  premises  within  the 
scope  of  the  survey  some  time  must  elapse  before  final  con¬ 
clusions  can  be  reached. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

The  position,  excluding  estate  supplies,  at  the  end  of 
1958,  is  summarised  as  follows: 

During  the  course  of  the  year  two  houses  which  had 
for  some  time  produced  unsatisfactory  sample  results  resolved 
themselves  by  one  no  longer  being  used  for  human  habitation 
and  the  other  being  connected  to  the  mains. 
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A  house  with  a  suspicious  supply  was  also  put  out  of 
use  and  a  case  of  private  supply  which  had  been  under  ob¬ 
servation  was  connected  to  the  mains. 

Premises  with  bad  supplies  .  20 

Premises  with  suspicious  supplies  .  8 

Premises  with  no  supplies  within  a  reasonable 

distance  .  1 

Premises  without  mains  supplies  but  maintaining 

good  sample  results  .  8 

The  private  supply  of  the  Peckforton  Estate  which  has 
been  the  subject  oif  concern  for  a  number  of  years  has  been 
provided  with  chlorination  equipment  which  should  remedy 
the  unsatisfactory  position. 

The  supply  to  two  cottages  in  Wettenhall  from  a  private 
supply  outside  this  district  was  found  to  be  unsatisfactory 
at  the  source.  Arrangements  were  made  in  conjunction  with 
Northwich  R.D|.C.,  to  supply  these  houses  by  tanker  along 
with  a  number  of  premises  in  their  own  area  similarly  affected. 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  Form  572  forwarded  by  the 
Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service  for  the  guidance  of 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  in  preparing  that  part  of  their 
Annual  Report  which  relates  to  Factories: — 

Part  I  of  the  Act. 


NUMBER  OF 

No.  on 

Inspec- 

Written  Occupiers 

Premises 

Register 

tions 

Notices  Prosecuted 

1- — Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2,  3,  4  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
local  authorities. 

7 

10 

3  — 

2 — Factories  not  in¬ 
cluded  in  ( 1  )  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  local  authority. 

101 

145 

10  — 

3 — Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7  is 

enforced  by  the  local 
authority  (excluding 

outworkers’  premises). 

52 

1 

Total  . 

160 

156 

13  — 

21 


2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found.  (If  defects  are 
discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate 
occasions  they  should  be  reckoned  as  two;  three  or  more 
cases  ) . 


Particulars  Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  Number  of 


Found 

were  found 
Remedied  Referred 

cases  in 

Referred  which 

W  ant  of  cleanli¬ 
ness  (S.l ) 

3 

to  H.M. 
Insp. 

3 

by  H.M.  prosecutions 
Insp.  were  instituted 

Overcrowding 

(S.2)  . 

-  - 

Llnreasonable 
temp.  (S.3)  . 

— 

-  - 

Inadequate  ventil¬ 
ation  (S.4) 

v 

-  - 

Ineffective  drain¬ 
age  of  floors 
(S.6)  . 

Sanitary  Conven¬ 
iences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable 
or  defective  . 

13 

11 

2  . _ 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes  . 

_ 

- , 

-  - 

Other  offences 

against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences  relat¬ 

ing  to  outwork) 

10 

10  — 

2  — 

Total  . 

26 

24  — 

4 

Outwork — Sections  110  and  111 — Nil. 


CLEAN  AIR  ACT. 

Whilst  there  are  only  a  few  industrial  concerns  in  this 
rural  district  affected,  the  coming  into  force  of  the  outstand¬ 
ing  provisions  of  the  Act  and  the  Dark  Smoke  (Permitted 
Periods)  Regulations,  1958,  called  for  a  visit  to  all  boiler 
installations  and  the  managements  were  advised  of  their 
obligations  and  were  found  to  be  very  co-operative,. 

One  complaint  of  excessive  smoke  emission  was  received 
and  this  was  dealt  with  informally. 
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HOUSING. 


The  first  five  year  programme  which  was  adopted  by  the 
Council  to  clear  half  the  totally  unfit  houses  in  the  area 
should  be  completed  by  August,  1960,  and  whilst  so  far  as 
houses  dealt  with  under  Section  1 7  of  the  Housing  Act  are 
concerned  the  programme  is  well  advanced,  rehousing  and 
actual  demolition  has  been  much  slower.  A  number  of  houses 
are  now  standing  vacant  with  the  danger  of  illegal  occupa¬ 
tion  and  a  policy  for  compulsory  demolition  will  have  to  be 
considered. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  there  are  many  people  who 
desire  a  house  in  the  country  who  are  not  greatly  influenced 
by  reasonable  expense  when  considering  improvement  and 
adaptation  of  houses  which  have  become  the  subject  of 
Demolition  Orders,  and  in  a  number  of  cases  advantage  has 
been  taken  of  the  provisions  of  Section  24  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1957,  by  the  submission  of  offers  of  work  to  bring  the 
premises  up  to  standard  which  in  many  cases  goes  far  be¬ 
yond  that  which  the  local  authority  could  demand,  and  two 
Demolition  Orders  and  one  Closing  Order  were  quashed 
during  the  year  under  these  provisions. 

Of  the  original  281  houses  in  demolition  category  170 
have  been  subject  to  Section  16  procedure,  settled  informally, 
or  reconstructed  prior  to  any  action  by  the  local  authority. 
During  the  past  four  years  40  houses  which  were  not  originally 
in  the  demolition  category  have  had  to  be  dealt  with  under 
Section  16  having  deteriorated  from  the  original  re-condition¬ 
ing  category. 

Many  parishes  including  Audlem  and  Haslington  are 
now  completely  dealt  with  but  it  will  be  appreciated  that 
with  country  properties  the  situation  remains  constantly  fluid. 

Action  under  the  Housing  Act,  1957,  during  the  year 
can  be  summarised  as  follows: — 


Notice  tO'  Appear,  Section  16  . , .  22 

Demolition  Orders  made  . *. .  13 

Demolition  Orders  made  but  suspended  for  tenancy 

of  aged  persons  . . . . .  2 

Undertakings  accepted  .  9 

Demolition  Orders  revoked  .  2 

Closing  Orders  Revoked  . 1 

Number  of  families  rehoused  in  Council  Houses  .  6 

Houses  demolished  .  6 

Houses  closed  . 1 

Houses  reconstructed  . 4 
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Progress  in  slum  clearance  generally  is  satisfactory,  but 
more  houses  could  be  demolished  sooner  if  alternative  ac¬ 
commodation  was  readily  available  for  aged  persons  living 
in  substandard  houses. 

RENT  ACTS. 

Twelve  applications  v/ere  received  for  Certificates  of 
Disrepair,  two  of  which  were  invalid.  Seven  Certificates  of 
Disrepair  were  granted  and  three  undertakings  from  land¬ 
lords  accepted.  Three  Certificates  were  revoked  on  defects 
being  remedied  by  landlords. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

The  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  continues  in  force  as 
the  principal  Act  for  controlling  the  composition,  labelling, 
fitness  and  hygienic  handling  of  food  and  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations  1955-1957  for  enforcing  good  hygienic  practice. 

Inspection  of  food  premises  and  stalls  have  continued 
throughout  the  year  and  generally  the  standards  of  hygiene 
and  cleanliness  have  been  found  to  be  good.  The  require¬ 
ments  of  the  Regulations  have  been  explained  to  all  occupiers 
or  persons  responsible  and  they  have  been  requested  at  the 
same  time  to  carry  out  any  works  necessary  to  bring  the 
premises  or  stalls  up  to  the  required  standard.  Where  serious 
infringement  of  the  Regulations  was  observed,  or  where 
minor  infringement  occurred  and  subsequent  visits  had  shown 
that  no  attempt  had  been  made  to  improve  matters,  a  written 
notice  was  served. 


Number  of  notices  served  in  1958  .  15 

Number  of  notices  complied  with  (including  some 

notices  served  in  1956  and  1957)  .  16 


In  a  number  of  cases  work  was  in  progress  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 

All  thirty-five  school  canteens  were  inspected  during 
the  year  with  representatives  of  the  County  Education, 
Health  and  Architects  Departments.  Work  required  to  bring 
thirty-one  of  the  canteens  up  to  the  standard  required  by  the 
Food  Hygiene  Regulations  was  agreed  upon. 

The  education  of  food  handlers  was  dealt  with  mainly 
at  their  place  of  work,  reliance  being  placed  on  regular  in¬ 
spection  to  keep  personnel  up  to  the  required  standard. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  food  premises 
in  the  area,  186  visits  having  been  paid  to  such  premises. 

24 


Registered  Premises  : — 

Manufacture  of  ice-cream  .  5 

Storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream  .  70 

Preparation  or  manufacture  of  sausage  or 

pressed,  potted  or  preserved  meat,  etc .  6 

Dairies  .  22 

Other  Premises  : — 


Grocery,  Greengrocery,  Confectionery  and 

Sweets  .  1 1 7 


Butchers  .  1 6 

Bakehouses  .  7 

Chemists  .  4 

Wet  Fish  Shops  .  2 

Fried  Fish  Shops  .  3 

Cafes,  Restaurants,  etc .  3 

School  Canteens  .  35 

Other  Canteens  (Factories,  etc.)  .  11 

Licensed  Premises — Full  Licence  .  51 

Off  Licence  .  9 

Poultry  Dressing  and  Plucking  .  5 

Hawkers  registered  under  Section  144  of  the 

Cheshire  County  Council  Act,  1953  .  33 


The  majority  of  shops  sell  a  variety  of  commodities  as 
may  be  expected  in  a  Rural  District,  the  “Village  Store”, 
selling  practically  everything,  being  most  common  in  the 
more  sparsely  populated  parts  of  the  area. 

The  following  articles  of  food  were  condemned  during 
the  year  at  premises  other  than  slaughterhouses: — 


cwt. 

lb. 

oz. 

Meat  . 

0 

72 

0 

Poultry . 

8 

25 

0 

Cooked  Meat . 

0 

20 

9 

Preserves  . 

0 

2 

8 

Pickles  . 

0 

1 

0 

Butter  . 

0 

4 

0 

Potatoes  . 

1 

0 

0 

Suet  . 

0 

1 

0 

Macaroni  . 

0 

1 

0 

Canned  Fruit . 

0 

27 

5 

Canned  Vegetables . 

0 

34 

61 

Canned  Soup  . 

0 

3 

4 

Canned  Meat  . 

0 

1 

12 

Canned  Fish  . 

0 

0 

Canned  Cream  . 

0 

0 

8 

Canned  Milk  . 

0 

7 

7i 

Total  . 

10 

89 

15* 
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The  large  quantity  of  poultry  condemned  was  due  to  a 
breakdown  in  the  refrigerator  of  a  firm  of  poulterers  in  the 
area.  The  unfit  poultry  were  disposed  of  by  processing  for 
fertiliser  at  a  firm  of  knackers.  All  remaining  condemned 
food,  except  the  meat  referred  to  in  the  succeeding  paragraph, 
was  disposed  of  by  burying. 

During  the  year  66  lbs.  of  meat  were  seized  under  Sec¬ 
tion  9  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  from  a  butcher’s 
shop  and  was  condemned  by  a  Justice  of  the  Peace.  The 
meat  was  disposed  of  by  burning.  Proceedings  were  instituted 
under  Section  8  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  the  case  was 
proved  and  the  butcher  was  fined  £50  with  £5  5s.  Od.  costs. 


FOOD  POISONING. 

There  were  no  cases  of  food  poisoning  during  the  year, 
two  outbreaks  were  suspected  but  neither  was  confirmed. 


ICE  CREAM. 

There  are  70  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice 
cream  under  Section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955, 
and  5  for  manufacture,  and  sale,  and  regular  inspection  of 
all  these  premises  has  been  maintained  entailing  113  visits. 

77  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  and  all  produced  a 
Grade  1  result. 

8  ice  lolly  samples  were  taken  and  all  were  satisfactory. 


MILK. 


All  milk  retailed  in  this  area  must  be  sold  under  one  of 
the  special  designations  “Pasteurised  ”,  “Sterilised”  or  “Tub¬ 
erculin  Tested”  as  a  result  of  the  Milk  (Special  Designations) 
(Specified  Areas)  (No.  2)  Order,  1956. 

The  following  licences  to  use  special  designations  were 
issued  by  the  Council: — 


Dealers’  Licence: — 

Pasteurised  Milk  . 

Sterilised  Milk  . 

Tuberculin  Tested 


Milk 


Supplementary  Dealers’  Licences: — 


Pasteurised  Milk  ... 

Sterilised  Milk  . 

Tuberculin  Tested 


Milk 

26 


32 

29 

37 


10 

8 

12 


There  are  22  premises  and  49  distributors  registered 
under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949 — 1954  and  69 
inspections  were  carried  out  with  respect  to  same. 

During  the  year  41  routine  samples  were  taken  with 
the  following  results: — 

Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 


Tuberculin  Tested  Milk .  5  3 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 

(Pasteurised) .  11  1 

Pasteurised  Milk .  16  0 

Sterilised  Milk  .  5  0 


The  three  unsatisfactory  samples  of  tuberculin  tested 
milk  were  all  farm  bottled  by  a  producer  in  this  area  and 
were  affected  with  brucella  abortus.  Investigations  were 
carried  out  at  the  farm,  and  51  individual  samples  were  taken 
from  the  herd  and  2  bulk  samples.  The  milk  from  one  cow 
was  found  toi  be  positive  on  the  Vidal  Test.  The  case  was 
eventually  cleared  up  with  the  co-operation  of  the  Animal 
Health  Division  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
and  Food. 

SLAUGHTERING  FACILITIES  AND  MEAT 
INSPECTION, 

Sixteen  slaughterhouses  were  again  licensed  and  used 
in  the  district  and  they  may  be  classified  as  follows: — 

(a)  Premises  used  by  wholesalers  the  bulk  of  whose 

meat  is  sold  outside  the  >Rural  District  .  4 

(b)  Premises  used  in  conjunction  with  shops  outside 

the  Rural  District  . . .  6 

(c)  Premises  primarily  supplying  shops  within  the 

Rural  District  .  6 

The  percentage  of  animals  slaughtered  at  (c)  was  8.6% 
and  whilst  this  is  low  it  must  be  remembered  that  many  of 
the  shops  referred  to  at  (b)  have  retail  distribution  facilities 
in  the  Rural  Area  as  have  alsoi  a  number  of  shops  supplied  by 
(a);  furthermore,  local  slaughtering  facilities  are  a  vital  asset 
to  the  agricultural  industry.  It  is  estimated  that  only  ap¬ 
proximately  30%  of  the  animals  slaughtered  are  required 
for  consumption  in  this  Rural  District. 

The  Slaughterhouses  Act,  1958  came  into  operation  on 
the  1st  August,  1958,  and  amended  certain  provision  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts,  1933 
— 1954  and  the  Factories  Act,  1937.  This  Act  provides  for 
the  making  of  regulations  relating  to  the  hygienic  construction, 
lay-out  and  equipment  of  slaughterhouses,  and  the  prevention 
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of  cruelty  to  animals,  which  have  since  been  made,  and  so  far 
as  the  construction  provisions  are  concerned  will  come  into 
force  on  a  date  to  be  fixed  by  each  local  authority. 

During  the  current  year  all  slaughterhouses  were  sur¬ 
veyed  and  the  occupiers  were  advised  as  to  what  would 
probably  be  required  of  them  in  the  future  on  the  basis  of 
the  draft  regulations  published  in  the  White  Paper  of  1957, 
to  enable  them  to  bear  in  mind  the  proposed  standards  should 
they  contemplate  any  improvements  to  their  slaughterhouses 
in  the  meantime. 

The  Slaughterhouses  Act,  1958,  requires  local  authorities 
to  review  and  report  on  the  exsting  and  possible  future  re¬ 
quirements  of  their  districts  and  the  slaughterhouse  facilities 
available  or  likely  to  become  available  to  meet  those  require¬ 
ments. 

The  amendment  to  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  brought 
slaughterhouses  within  the  scope  of  the  Factories  Acts  as 
regards  the  safety,  health  and  welfare  of  workers  in  such 
premises. 

Licences  were  issued  with  respect  to  47  slaughtermen. 

During  the  year  35,916  animals  were  slaughtered,  a 
decrease  of  4,705  animals  (11%)  on  last  year,  and  100% 
inspection  of  all  animals  slaughtered  was  maintained.  This 
work  involved  3,364  visits  to  the  sixteen  slaughterhouses 
operating  in  the  district  and  a  great  number  of  these  had  to 
be  made  outside  normal  office  hours,  in  the  early  mornings, 
the  evening^,  and  with  a  regular  week-end  rota  of  duty. 

The  table  set  out  bellow  gives  the  details  of  carcases 
inspected  and  meat  condemned. 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Meat  Condemned, 

Cattle 

(excl.  cows)  Cows  Calves  Pigs  Sheep  Goats  Total 

Number  killed  2,374  2,465  5,167  16,138  9,771  1  35,916 

Number  Inspected  2,374  2,465  5,167  16,138  9,771  1  35,916 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT  TUBERCULOSIS. 


W  hole  Carcases 


condemned  . 

Carcases  of  which 

8 

42 

148 

46 

70  — 

314 

some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  . 

645 

1055 

34 

3857 

1099  — 

6690 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other  than 

Tuberculosis  . 27.5%  44.5%  3.5%  24.2%12.0% — 19.5% 
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TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 
W  hole  Carcases 

condemned  .  3  33  2  9  — 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 

was  condemned  .  282  632  —  438  — 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 


47 

1352 


Tuberculosis  . 12.0%  27.0%  0.04%  2.8%  —  —  3.9% 

The  estimated  total  weight  of  meat  condemned  was  72 
tons  1 1  cwts. 

Condemned  meat  is  disposed  of  privately  by  occupiers 
of  the  slaughterhouses  through  trade  channels  after  staining 
by  the  Inspector.  A  certificate  of  voluntary  surrender  is 
signed  which  specified  the  arrangements  which  are  made  by 
him  for  its  disposal. 

Being  an  agricultural  area  with  a  very  heavy  animal 
population  casualties  have  frequently  to  be  dealt  with,  this 
results  in  a  high  percentage  of  meat  condemned  with  a  wide 
range  of  causes. 

Cysticercus  bovis  was  found  in  40  carcases  and  all  were 
detained  in  cold  store  for  the  prescribed  period  before  being 
released  for  human  consumption.  The  following  table  shows 
the  percentage  affected  and  how  these  were  divided  between 
cows  and  “other  cattle”. 

Animals  Number  Percentage 

Inspected  Affected  Affected 


Cows  .  2465  14  0.6 

Other  Cattle  .  2374  26  1.1 

Total  .  4839  40  0.8 


The  high  percentage  of  cattle  other  than  cows  affected 
with  this  condit'on  continues  to  cause  considerable  concern 
and  disappointment  in  the  trade  for  the  refrigeration  treat- 
ment  has  a  marked  effect  on  the  quality  of  the  meat. 

Three  suspected  cases  of  swine  fever  and  one  suspected 
case  of  foot  and  mouth  disease  found  in  the  course  of 
routine  meat  inspection  were  notified  to  the  appropriate 
authority. 


CANAL  BOATS. 

No  visits  were  made  to  the  canals  during  the  year  which 
are  now  primarily  used  by  pleasure  craft. 
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OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 


One  such  trade  exists  in  the  district  and  regular  in¬ 
spections  indicate  that  it  is  being  carried  on  without  nuisance. 

SHOPS  ACTS. 

During  routine  inspections  under  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations  the  requirements  of  these  Acts  were  found  to 
be  generally  complied  with. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  S.  TOWNLEY,  M.A.P.H.I.,  M.Inst.  P.C., 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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